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Dear  PhY l l i s :

f am glad to respond to your inguiry about a Proposed , .
Art ic le v donst leut ional  Convent ion. I  have been asked quest ions

anout this topic many tlnes during try news conferences and at
eollege neeti irgs stnie I becarce Chai:man of the cornmisslon on the
gicen€ennial  oi  the u.s.  const i tut lon, and I  have repeatedly
iepried that such a convention vould be a grand lraste of t iue.

I have also repeatedly glven ny opinlon that there is no
effect1-ve *r.y-to ri i l f t or iuzzle tha actj,ons of a Ccnstl ' t 'utiond,1
eonvention. The Conventlon could nake its owrl rrrles anC set lts
o* agenda. congress nlght try to l lnlt the convention to one
amendien! or to 5ne lssue, bu! there ls no way to assure that the
conventicn *ould obey. Aiter a conventl,on ls eonvened, tt, wll l

be too late to stop trre convent ion l f  we dontt  lLke l ts agenda.
The neeting in L781 lgnored the l iuit placed by the
Confederat ion Congress nfor the sole and express purpose.r l

With George Washl.ngton as chairnan, they were able to
d,ellberate ln iotal seciecy, wlttr no press coverage and no leaks.
A Constitutional conventl-on today would be a free-for-all for
speclal interest groups, televisJ'on coveragfe r and press
spe cul at ion .

Our L?g1 Const l tut lon was referred to by several  of  l ts
authors as a lrmlracl€. rf T{hatEver galn rnight be hoped f or f ron a
new Constitutional Convention could not be worth the risks
lnvolved, A new Conventlon could plunge our Natlon into
constltutional confusion and confrontation at every turn, with no
assurance that focus would be on the subjects needing attention.
I have dlscouraged the LCea of a Constitutlonal Conventlon, and I
an glad to see i tatos rescindlng thelr  previous resolut ions
requestlng a Convent,lon. In thesa BlcentennLal years, w€ should
be celefr i t lng i ts long l t fe,  not chal lenglng l ts very gl is!9lee.
Whatever may ieed repair on our Constltutlon can be d.ealt with by
speci f ic anendnents.
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